Graduate Application Handout




Overview

Applying for graduate school requires foresight, stamina, patience, and a support group. Foresight focuses on making sure you know when you need to complete certain tasks, and what you need to ask for in advance. Stamina focuses on your ability to dedicate time to all your writing and stay focused. Patience is necessary because there will times when you need to take a break and reflect on your journey thus far. A support group will help motivate you, add to your application, and also provide feedback and honest guidance as you go through the application process. 

This handout was developed to make sure that all preparations have been made to ensure your success for graduate school. Deadlines for applications are posted, and proposed markers are placed to give each student an idea of when they need to complete each task. Student who take the time to fill out the document and follow through with their scheduled events will surely decrease the stress most students suffer when applying for graduate school. 

This document is not all encompassing, and only serves as a foundation to alleviate a lot of the planning for graduate school. Please take time to familiarize yourself with the specific career path you plan to follow. Some schools require very unique pieces of information, and also have deadlines that may be earlier or later than those discussed in this document. This document attempts to help organize ideas, and set realistic deadlines that will help students complete applications in a timely manner. 

Students who would like feedback on their personal statement should register for an appointment at the writing center. They will NOT correct your essay, but they can provide feedback and help you through your writing process. You can register and make an appointment at: https://jsums.mywconline.com/. Also speak to the head of your department or teachers you trust, and ask for guidance on your personal statement. Many STEM students neglect the importance of writing. However, your personal statements is a persuasive piece of writing that is used to convince your audience why you DESERVE to attend their college. For those of you who are not familiar with the rhetorical situation, you have to set aside our pride and ask for all the help you can get.

Finally, students should try to work together with other students when applying for graduate school. This can help keep you motivated, give you a larger pool of information to pull from, and lessen your sense of being on your own. Start tackling this document as soon as possible and update it everyday. You should dedicate 10 hours a week at least to make sure you can accomplish all your tasks. 






I wish all of you the best of luck, and hope that this document helps alleviate some stress! Make Jackson State proud to have fostered such great minds.
Part 1: Fellowship (Optional but Recommended)


NSF GRFP Application:


The NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program (GRFP) helps ensure the vitality of the human resource base of science and engineering in the United States and reinforces its diversity. The program recognizes and supports outstanding graduate students in NSF-supported science, technology, engineering, and mathematics disciplines who are pursuing research-based master's and doctoral degrees at accredited United States institutions. Fellows share in the prestige and opportunities that become available when they are selected. Fellows benefit from a three-year annual stipend of $34,000 along with a $12,000 cost of education allowance for tuition and fees (paid to the institution), opportunities for international research (if you want to do research abroad, there are programs in this fellowship the can guarantee international experience), professional development, and the freedom to conduct their own research at any accredited U.S. institution of graduate education they choose. 


With recent changes to how many times students can apply to the NSF GRFP, I believe that this is the best time for senior undergraduates to apply. You have nothing to lose, as many first-year graduate students will be too afraid to apply, as they only have one shot. With a smaller application pool, your chances of acceptance are higher. Not only that, but even if you don’t receive the fellowship, you will receive feedback to apply next year.



To be eligible for the NSF GRFP, you must:

· be a US citizen, US national, or permanent resident
· intend to pursue a research-based Master's or Ph.D. program in a GRFP-supported field
· be enrolled in an eligible program at an accredited United States graduate institution, with a US campus, by fall 2017
· be at an early stage in your graduate career
· have completed no more than twelve months of full-time graduate study (or the equivalent) as of August 1, 2016
· Effective as of the 2017 competition (Fall 2016 dealdines), graduate students are limited to only one application to the GRFP, submitted either in the first year or in the second year of graduate school. An exception is provided for first-year graduate students who applied in Fall 2015 to the 2016 GRFP competition; these individuals may apply as second year graduate students in Fall 2016 to the 2017 GRFP competition, if they are otherwise eligible.
· meet all other eligibility requirements as set forth in the current Program Solicitation


All applications are due at 5:00 p.m. local time, as determined by the applicant’s mailing address.


October 24, 2016 (Monday)
Geosciences
Life Sciences


October 25, 2016 (Tuesday)
Computer and Information Science and Engineering
Engineering
Materials Research


October 27, 2016 (Thursday)
Psychology
Social Sciences
STEM Education and Learning


October 28, 2016 (Friday)
Chemistry
Mathematical Sciences
Physics and Astronomy


November 3, 2016 (Thursday)
All reference letters must be received by 5:00 p.m., Eastern Time


You can begin applying for the NSF GRFP at: https://www.fastlane.nsf.gov/grfp/Login.do














Part 2: Graduate Application Checklist

Letters of Recommendation:

Now is the time to begin asking for letters of recommendation. The best letters of recommendation speak to your ability to perform as a scholar. You should ask professors that you have done research with if they can write you a glowing letter of recommendation. The next best letter writers will be ones who can speak to your academic prowess. You should email or talk to your recommenders in person if possible. Provide them with additional information so it is easy for your recommender to accurately talk about your abilities as a scholar. Fill out the information below and make time to meet with your recommenders (ask at least 3) by the proposed date.

Complete by September 30, 2016

1. Recommender Number 1:
a. Email Address:

2. Recommender Number 2:
a. Email Address:

3. Recommender Number 3:
a. Email Address:

4. Recommender Number 4:
a. Email Address:


Graduate Record Examination (GRE):

The GRE is required for almost all applications for graduate school. It is best to register as soon as possible so that you can take the exam before December. Taking it in October is an optimum time as you can study for the exam and get your results back in time for your applications. 

Complete by September 30, 2016

1. Register for the exam at the following website. It costs $205.00, so make sure you save up some money so you can pay for the exam. https://www.ets.org/gre/

2. Date you Registered:

3. Days you plan to study for the Exam
A)						E)
B)						F)
C)						G)
D)						H)

Resume:

Update your resume and provide it to your recommenders so that they can have a better overview of what you have done since you have been in college. A completed resume will also help you fill out applications as it will compile all your prior work experience and all your awards and achievements.

Complete by September 30, 2016

1. Visit our mentoring website at http://antkey200.wixsite.com/jsuemberprogram/documents-and-handouts and then download the mentor training handbook, which has material to help you write a resume and a personal statement. 

2. Day you plan to work on your resume at the writing center:


Personal Statement:

Writing a general personal statement that encompasses all your aspects as a scholar is essential for applying to graduate school in a timely fashion. You should have people review your personal statement multiple times, and then you can tailor your essay to each specific graduate school you apply to. Multiple perspectives are best, so don’t ask the same person to review it every time. You can even have multiple people look at your statement at once, but don’t ask too many people. 

Complete by October 30, 2016

1. Review Number 1 (September 30, 2016): 
a. Who will review your essay?
b. When will you ask to have the feedback by?

2. Review Number 2 (October 10, 2016): 
a. Who will review your essay?
b. When will you ask to have the feedback by?

3. Review Number 3 (October 20, 2016): 
a. Who will review your essay?
b. When will you ask to have the feedback by?







List of Graduate Schools You Plan to Apply to:

The following checklist will help you keep track of all the graduate schools you plan to apply to. The unspoken rule in the graduate school community is to have all your applications submitted by December 1. However, funds are awarded on a first come first serve basis, so the earlier you can apply the better. You should also contact the schools and see if they will waive the fee for the application if there is one associated with the application. They most likely will if you went there for a summer internship, or visited one of their booths at a conference like ABRCMS. 

Complete a list of schools by October 30, 2016

Complete all applications by December 1, 2016


Graduate School Number 1: 
· Web Address to apply online:
· Username:
· Password:
· Transcript (Official or Unofficial):
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Letters of Recommendation:
· Link for Recommenders to submit letter:
· Recommender Number 1:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Recommender Number 2:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Professor at the University you would like to work with:
· Their Email:
· Why do you want to work with them:
· What do they specialize in:
· Personal Statement: 
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· GRE Scores:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Additional Requirements: 


 








Graduate School Number 2: 
· Web Address to apply online:
· Username:
· Password:
· Transcript (Official or Unofficial):
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Letters of Recommendation:
· Link for Recommenders to submit letter:
· Recommender Number 1:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Recommender Number 2:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Professor at the University you would like to work with:
· Their Email:
· Why do you want to work with them:
· What do they specialize in:
· Personal Statement: 
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· GRE Scores:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Additional Requirements: 



Graduate School Number 3: 
· Web Address to apply online:
· Username:
· Password:
· Transcript (Official or Unofficial):
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Letters of Recommendation:
· Link for Recommenders to submit letter:
· Recommender Number 1:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Recommender Number 2:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Professor at the University you would like to work with:
· Their Email:
· Why do you want to work with them:
· What do they specialize in:
· Personal Statement: 
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· GRE Scores:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Additional Requirements: 
Graduate School Number 4: 
· Web Address to apply online:
· Username:
· Password:
· Transcript (Official or Unofficial):
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Letters of Recommendation:
· Link for Recommenders to submit letter:
· Recommender Number 1:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Recommender Number 2:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Professor at the University you would like to work with:
· Their Email:
· Why do you want to work with them:
· What do they specialize in:
· Personal Statement: 
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· GRE Scores:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Additional Requirements: 



Graduate School Number 5: 
· Web Address to apply online:
· Username:
· Password:
· Transcript (Official or Unofficial):
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Letters of Recommendation:
· Link for Recommenders to submit letter:
· Recommender Number 1:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Recommender Number 2:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Professor at the University you would like to work with:
· Their Email:
· Why do you want to work with them:
· What do they specialize in:
· Personal Statement: 
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· GRE Scores:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Additional Requirements: 
Graduate School Number 6: 
· Web Address to apply online:
· Username:
· Password:
· Transcript (Official or Unofficial):
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Letters of Recommendation:
· Link for Recommenders to submit letter:
· Recommender Number 1:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Recommender Number 2:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Professor at the University you would like to work with:
· Their Email:
· Why do you want to work with them:
· What do they specialize in:
· Personal Statement: 
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· GRE Scores:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Additional Requirements: 



Graduate School Number 7: 
· Web Address to apply online:
· Username:
· Password:
· Transcript (Official or Unofficial):
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Letters of Recommendation:
· Link for Recommenders to submit letter:
· Recommender Number 1:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Recommender Number 2:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Professor at the University you would like to work with:
· Their Email:
· Why do you want to work with them:
· What do they specialize in:
· Personal Statement: 
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· GRE Scores:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Additional Requirements: 
Graduate School Number 8: 
· Web Address to apply online:
· Username:
· Password:
· Transcript (Official or Unofficial):
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Letters of Recommendation:
· Link for Recommenders to submit letter:
· Recommender Number 1:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Recommender Number 2:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Professor at the University you would like to work with:
· Their Email:
· Why do you want to work with them:
· What do they specialize in:
· Personal Statement: 
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· GRE Scores:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Additional Requirements: 



Graduate School Number 9: 
· Web Address to apply online:
· Username:
· Password:
· Transcript (Official or Unofficial):
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Letters of Recommendation:
· Link for Recommenders to submit letter:
· Recommender Number 1:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Recommender Number 2:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Professor at the University you would like to work with:
· Their Email:
· Why do you want to work with them:
· What do they specialize in:
· Personal Statement: 
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· GRE Scores:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Additional Requirements: 
Graduate School Number 10: 
· Web Address to apply online:
· Username:
· Password:
· Transcript (Official or Unofficial):
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Letters of Recommendation:
· Link for Recommenders to submit letter:
· Recommender Number 1:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Recommender Number 2:
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Professor at the University you would like to work with:
· Their Email:
· Why do you want to work with them:
· What do they specialize in:
· Personal Statement: 
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· GRE Scores: 
· Submitted: (Yes | No)
· Additional Requirements: 




Conclusion:

The best thing you can do for yourself is to work at your application a little bit everyday. There will be times when you feel that the task at hand is to much to overcome, but it is only when we encounter such obstacles, are we allowed to grow. I know that you have the capacity to complete the task at hand. Show the world what you are capable of, and move one step closer to your dreams. We all might have different paths we plan of following, but for now, lets enjoy the company of each other as we journey together this semester. 
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Think big and don't listen to
people who tell you it can’t be done.
Life's too short to think small.

- Tim Ferriss. ‘,ﬁ




